
 

 

5th Grade Strings! 
Welcome back to Strings! 

My name is Taryn Gervais and I will be your strings teacher this year! I 
am looking forward to a great year of making music together. Below 
you’ll find more information about this year, and attached you’ll find our 
weeks to start our first class on Tuesday September 1st. Before then, you 
may have some questions.  

 

When is strings class in 5th grade? Sunrise Point 5th grade strings class meets on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 1:15-1:45. 

What will we do in 5th grade strings? This is such a fun year! At first we’ll review note-reading, 
bow hand and left hand skills. Don’t worry if you’ve forgotten a skill or feel a little rusty! We’ll review the 
basics as we get started again. Later this year we will add notes on the G string, playing more than one note 
per bow, and playing faster songs! 

Will 5th grade strings be harder? No! 4th grade is the hardest year in strings, because every muscle 
motion is brand new. This year we’ll be able to build on your experience. New skills will just be additions to 
what you can already do. You’ll like how much faster we can go! 

I think my instrument is too small. What should I do? I will check your size, or you can take 
your instrument into the store. They’ll measure you there, and make sure your instrument is right for you. 

Do I need new equipment this year? No- you’ve already got what you need. We’ll use the same 
book we started last year, Essential Elements for Strings book 1. I’ll give you more songs to play from challenge 
packets, and you’ll get bonus songs at the after school events. You still need your shoulder pad (violin and 
viola) and your rock stop (cello). Make sure you still have a nametag on your case.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Can I take strings and band? Yes, however, we do encourage you to choose one or the other. 
Support your friends who take strings, support your friends who take band, and support your friends who do 
both! 

I’m ready to enroll in strings again! What do I do? Fill out the sheet on the back and return it 
to the main office. I’ll check in with you over the next week to re-measure you and answer your questions 
before we get started. Our first class with instruments will be on August 31st at 8:00AM. I hope to see you 
then! 

 

 

Do you have any other questions? Please feel free to email me at any time! I’ll be happy to help you in any 
way as we get ready to start another year! 

 

Best, 

 

 

 
Taryn Gervais 
 
tgervais@bluevalleyk12.org 
 
Orchestra Teacher 
IVE, SPE, CPE, and HRT 
 

mailto:tgervais@bluevalleyk12.org

